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Marie Leczinska lost the advantages of a first
love.

Louis XV was not slow to notice the age of his
companion; he soon grew bored with her; when
her physical attractions began to lose their power,
after she had borne ten children, very many tempt-
ations came from elsewhere to beguile him and to
turn him from his obligations as a husband.

If Marie had had the foresight and magnificent
intelligence of a Pompadour she would have
succeeded in holding the king, and in keeping him
safe from guilty and forbidden loves. Though she
was only the king's mistress., Jeanne-Antoinette
Poisson excelled in distracting him by her witty
and amusing tongue, and in beguiling his melan-
choly and turning the course of his thoughts.
Marie was incapable of taking on that part.

Writing to his daughter a little while after the
marriage, Stanislas Leczinski said: "You should
not confide in anyone but the king your husband.
He should be the sole keeper of your feelings, your
desires and your plans, and all your thoughts; im-
prudence lets out secrets and friendship confides
them; love, true love gives them up without even
being aware of it* Never try, though^ to pierce
the veils which cover the secrets of the State;
authority never requires a companion. Respond to
the king's hopes with all the attentions of which
you are capable. You should no longer think
otherwise than with him and as he thinks, nor